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A time before the merger of the State Bank of India and its subsidiaries..

With the plan of obtaining a program that the State Bank of India used for comprehensive
analysis of Assets an IT team from State Bank of Travancore went to Hyderabad. On returning, a
Deputy Manager in the team brought out the question to his controller, “Why don’t we create a
program for this ourselves?” This idea was brought up before the management and the
confidence in their team and team leader led the management to easily permit them to
experiment.

Within one and a half months the team studied the project and decided to proceed.

As they progressed, another idea came up. After three weeks would be the Bank’s Annual
General Meeting that would be attended by the SBI Chairman. “Why not get this program
inaugurated by him? Would it be ready by then?” Though their head had his doubts, the Deputy
Manager smiled. “It would be, sir... have trust”, the words were reflected in his confident smile.

Three weeks later, the then Chairman of SBI visited the IT Department after the Annual General
Meeting and inaugurated the ‘ATC' package. A great success by the team under a strong
leadership. All the three team members were appreciated. The Deputy Manager who normally
moves to the backdrop was pushed to the front by his seniors to be photographed with the SBI
Chairman, SBT Managing Director and their team leader.

Some are like that... they complete their job excellently, then draw themselves back into their
shells. And this is not just in jobs but in whatever they do. Only those who keenly watch them
would realise their talents. Here we present before you such an introvert IT Manager after much



efforts.

S.Venkatanarayana Sarma
State Bank of India
LHO, Thiruvananthapuram

Born as the youngest of the five children of Sankaranarayanan Vadhyar and Bhagavati Ammal in
Krishnavilasom madhom near Kollam Ammachiveedu. His father worked in a cashew factory,
then joined the Kottarakulam Ganapathi temple as the priest. He passed away when Sarma was
just eight. Their elder brother who had joined Syndicate Bank by then took charge of the family.
Sarma did his schooling from St. Antony’s and St. Aloysius.

It was then that he started collecting stamps. He was encouraged by his brother S.P.Sarma who
brought stamps from bank. He was also interested in violin. He got an excellent guru,
Rajagopalabhagavathar who was an expert in violin and vocal music. He got the freedom to go
and learn whenever he found time.

He got fascinated by photography too. But it was difficult to pursue this expensive hobby at a
time when a roll film cost Rs.4/-.

After school he went to the famous S.N.College known to have created many successful
personalities. The college would have had an influence in him to get him posting in State Bank of
Travancore as soon as he completed his studies. His first posting was in the Adoor branch in
1983. He got transfer to Kollam in 1985. He was there for a decade. He spent his time at Kollam
involving in various cultural programmes and social services.

It was then that he befriended the famous magician Titty Karuvelil. It was an opportunity for him
to learn the art that fascinated him as a child.

Though his magic lessons ended with his promotion as a computer programmer in 1997, he
performed magic tricks during family get togethers and during free time at office enchanting
those around him. He sees the opportunity to learn from Sudhakararao Sir, popularly known as
T.G.S, as a blessing for the computer programmer in him. As he mentioned that he would prefer
to be known as Rao sir's student, his respect and devotion towards Rao sir reflected in his voice.

It was around then that the bank developed its own software called BOS — a software to
completely computerise the bank. This software was programmed by Rao sir. It was in this team
that Sarma joined on his promotion. A period of his banking life that he would always cherish in
his memory.

He then went to CBD Belapur on promotion in the year 2005. Here he learned more about
programming. He also secured MSc in IT during this time. In 2006-07, the bank’s HRMS
department used the program designed by him only to key in employee data. He sees himself
lucky to get a chance to go to SBI’s corporate office in cross deputation and do this while
working in SBT. But very few know that this software had been created by Sarma. In 2012 he got
promoted as Manager and worked from 2013 to 2018 in the Kollam Zonal Office. During this



time, he became Chief Manager and got transferred to Kozhikode RBO in 2018 and in 2020 to
Thiruvananthapuram LHO. A few IT officers have exclaimed that Sarma is a good teacher who
guides the employees who join the IT Department.

Now let’s see a few of his hobbies...

We had already mentioned stamp collection. His brother who guided him was the founder
secretary of the Kollam Philatelic Association. Sarma too has worked as its secretary. As part of
enhancing stamp collection, in 2003 Sarma became a member of the Philately section of the
Thiruvananthapuram postal department. As he was fond of numbers and their sequences, he
waited four long months to get the membership number TVM 10000. He is more interested to
collect miniature stamps and a block of four stamps, that too including the traffic mark. With his
membership in the postal department, he has acquired the blocks of every stamp issued from
2011.

Another hobby he started at school was note collection. Here too, his inspiration was his banker
brother. When Sarma joined the bank, he got much more opportunities to collect notes. He got
his collection mainly from his friends who knew of his passion. Here too his affinity to certain
numbers is visible. Notes with the same number repeated, notes with seven digits in a series
(notes of all series would have 6 digits in them except the one next to 999999), notes with
missed prints, wrongly printed notes, twice printed notes...(generally called freak notes) they all
find place in his collection. He proudly says that he even has a rare note that had two different
numbers printed on it and one note without number which had been circulated for some time.

But his most favourite hobby is photography. He has experimented with various cameras and
says his perfect partner in photography is his three year old Nikon D 5300.

Though he has every opportunity to conduct a grand exhibition of all his collections and
photographs, he has only put up a few small exhibits after being forced by his friends. His
exhibitions alongside the Kollam flower show and linked to programmes conducted at the Public
library won acclamations from many.

He married Smt Ramadevi in 1995. Sankaranarayana Sarma who completed MCA and got
selected in TCS, and Varshini who completed her plus 2 studies are their kids. They both sing
well and Varshini plays keyboard and loves to draw and paint.

We had planned an exhibition of Sarma's collections during our Kollam meet but since the meet
got postponed, this too did. We believe we would all get a chance to see and appreciate his
long-term and rare collections in the future. We the members of Talented Bankers wish there
may be many opportunities for his numerous collections to be enjoyed by others in the future.
We wish him and his family all prosperity and happiness.



